
With the rapid development of new
technologies in artificial intelligence (AI), and
the issues related to trust and the
distribution of solutions that increase human
potential in critical environments, it’s
difficult for one business to cover all that
is possible in AI innovation. 

To meet this challenge, the Thales Group has
relied on an open innovation network.
Forming and developing trusted
international collaborations between AI
startups and large tech organizations
creates the ability to meet challenges for
regulated markets and critical systems in
the mobility, aerospace, space, security,
digital identity and defence sectors.

Looking for a partner whose DNA is firmly
rooted in deep tech and entrepreneurship,
Thales decided in 2018 to partner with
Centech and transform its vision into reality. 
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The Thales Group AI@Centech program, a
trusted accelerator for tech startups, is
helping to amplify human potential in
critical environments.
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Partnership to perfect the AI@Centech
technology and business Acceleration
program, a trusted accelerator and AI
specialist within Centech. 

Support for the Collision Lab in
managing activities related to
collaboration between other Centech
member companies and the Quebec and
Canadian industrial AI ecosystem. 

Sharing of the challenge within the
Centech entrepreneurial technology
network to attract the best AI startups. 

Technical and commercial support from
Thales and Centech teams to enable the
selected startups to become trusted
technology companies and position
themselves strategically in the global AI
industry. 
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Acceleration of 17 startups 
Completion of 23 adoption projects 
Achievement of $34.8M in funding raised
by the accelerated startups after the
program 

Thales set up the AI@Centech program, an
international business and tech
accelerator focused on regulated markets
and critical systems. 

This is a completely free, no-risk, six-month
program that accelerates trust and
partnerships between AI startups and large
partner organizations, business units, or
customers of the Group.

In this way, Thales is helping to consolidate
Montreal’s position as a global centre of
excellence for applied AI. 

Since its inception, the AI@Centech program
has made the following possible:  
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Thales is a global leader in advanced
technologies, investing in digital and deep
tech innovations – connectivity, big data,
artificial intelligence, cybersecurity and
quantum technologies – to build a confident
future crucial for the development of our
societies. 

The Group provides its customers –
businesses, organizations and
governments – in the defence, aeronautics,
space, transport, and digital identity and
security domains with solutions, services
and products that help them fulfil their critical
role, consideration for the individual being
the driving force behind all decisions.  

Thales has 81,000 employees in 68
countries. In 2021, the Group generated
sales of €16.2 billion. 

Thales, a global leader in advanced
technologies, chose Centech as a partner to
establish its AI@Centech accelerator and
support the acceleration of 4 to 6 startups
per year, contributing to a two-way
exchange of advice, expertise, and access to
beneficial technologies and business
verticals. 
 

 According to Christophe Muratet, Director,
Thales Digital Factory North America, the
choice of Centech was obvious. 
“By selecting Centech to establish our AI
program, we knew that it was one of the best
university-based technology accelerators in
the world. By providing our expertise in critical
systems, product strategy and distribution,
particularly in AI engineering and secured
platforms, we are speeding up the emergence
of the next generation of trusted AI champions
for our clients. Simply put, this development
will only be faster.” 
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